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HIGH SCHOOL
Message from the Executive
Headmaster
Dear Parent / Guardian

Important
Info
TERM 3
16. 07. 2018
TO
28. 09. 2018
_________________

TERM 4
08. 10. 2018

TO
12. 12. 2018

Assalaamu Alaikum

It is hard to believe that the second term is already over.
Although it was a short term, it was
nevertheless a very successful one. Once again this has
been due to the tremendous support we are receiving from
parents.

It is said that it takes a village to raise a child – home, school
and community, all involved and supportive for the benefit
of our learners. If learners are to reach their full potential,
they need the support and encouragement of the entire
community of concerned, caring adults. Parents, and their
situations may differ in many ways, but in spite of their differences, they share something significant in common. Each
and every one is a positive factor in shaping the success of
their child. Each and every one can provide the motivation
that their child needs in order to do their best in school. An
uninvolved parent, justifiably or not, gives a child the message that the child is not important enough to warrant close
attention. An involved parent on the other hand can provide the boost to a learner’s self-esteem that will lead to
greater success and a more fulfilling and accomplished
adulthood.
As a school, we appreciate the support from parents for all
our activities. Orient strives and
excels in all the local, regional and international competitions. Nuzhat Aafreen Amod, our Head Girl was shortlisted to
represented South Africa in the
International Physics Olympiad in Lisbon. The team will be
leaving for Lisbon in July 2018. Saifullah Kathrada (Grade 12)
participated in the International Qiraat Competition in Kuwait. Saifullah finished off in the A plus category with 91,6%.
Khadeeja Rajub (Grade 11) has been selected to attend
the International Mathematics Convention in Lucknow India
in December. Masha Allah, we congratulate these learners
on their remarkable achievements. Our learners have fared
equally well in local competitions having reached the semi-

finals in the Daily News Rotary Team speaking Competition and first position in the Association of Muslim Schools
Speech Contest in both the boys’ and girls’ category.
Equally commendable, are our learners’ participation in
the various Olympiads (Maths, SAICA, SAIPA, etc).

The Junior and Senior Science Fair was indeed a display
of our learners’ talents. The various projects were of a
very high standard and we are sure that our learners will
receive more accolades in the forthcoming competitions.

Our Primary School learners were always eager to display
their talents in the various activities that were held this
term. Once again, the success of these activities was due
to the participation and support of our parents, Alhamdulillah.

To ensure that our learners are receiving a sound Islamic
education, we are constantly evaluating the Islamia
programme. The recent Imtihaan conducted gave us a
clear indication of our strengths and weaknesses.

Orient Islamic continues to sustain its performance on the
sporting front as well. Our learners have excelled in the
AMS Astro Turf Soccer Tournament, Swimming Galas and
Volleyball. We congratulate our sports Department for
their achievements.

The school’s achievements are also undoubtedly due to
the commitment of our educators. Our thanks and appreciation to all our educators for their sterling work.

The Board of Governors under the leadership of Adv.
Omar Moosa has always been providing the necessary
support and encouragement. We are indeed grateful for
their guidance and advice.

Finally, our second edition of the ORIENT EXPRESS is out.
We trust that you will enjoy reading it and welcome any
comments.

Kindly note that school reopens on Monday 16th July
2018. We wish you and your child a pleasant winter vacation.

Mr Nasser Ebrahim

Executive Headmaster
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Message from the High School Principal ’s Desk

As Salaamu Alaikum
Respected Parents and Guardians
As we approach the end of yet another very challenging and yet rewarding term, I pay particular respect to our competent management, committed educators and diligent learners
for their continuous effort in ensuring academic, sporting and cultural excellence. As we reflect on our successes may we also be reminded of the spiritual benefits we derived during
the holy month of Ramadaan, which formed the major part of the term.
The shared commitment of all stakeholders is sincerely appreciated. A big THANK YOU to all
our stakeholders for the huge sacrifices you make to keep the Orient flag flying high.
The analysis of the Grade 12 term 1 results, clearly indicated that a large number of matriculants are not working to potential. When we return on 16 July, matriculants will only have 55
school days before the commencement of their final examination on 16 th October 2018.
Parent consultations with Senior Management and subject educators will continue over the
next two terms to support and encourage our learners.

Parents, I appeal to you to ensure that your child devotes maximum attention to his/her studies in
order to attain quality passes. Furthermore, the punctuality, regular attendance, positive work
ethic and attendance at additional support classes must be inculcated in learners across all
grades.
To the Members of the Board of Governors thank you for your unwavering support.
To our academic staff, administrative staff, support staff, security staff, parents and learners I
wish you a well-deserved, restful and safe winter vacation.

Mrs. R.D. Nadesan

P R I N C I PA L | H I G H S C H O O L
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ACADEMIC MATTERS
EXAMINATIONS
The June examinations successfully concluded on 22 June and learners will receive their reports in
term 3. Parent
consults are scheduled for week 2 of term 3.
The Preparatory/ Trial examination is scheduled to commence on 03rd September 2018. Matriculants have already been issued with their time-tables and are urged to study in earnest in preparation for this important examination.
A post Trial Examination Schedule has been prepared and it is compulsory for all learners to attend
these sessions. Parents, our appeal to you is to ensure that your child /ward is at school.

NSC SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS
50 learners applied for the remarking of their scripts in various subjects. However, only 27 SYMBOL
CHANGES were noted. Overall Orient’s revised symbol statistics for the NSC 2017 examination include 10 A’s, 5 B’s, 7 C’s, 2 D’s, 2 E’s and 1 F.

REPEAL OF DBE POLICY – MATHEMATICS AND ACCOUNTING.
In 2017, DBE circular S13 granted permission to learners in Grade 10 to select Accounting with Maths
Literacy. Circular S3 of April 2018 repealed this policy. Learners in Grade 11 this year may now also
select Accounting with Maths
Literacy. To date only two learners have opted for this concession.

TEACHING AND LEARNING INTERNATIONAL STUDY (TALIS).
Orient has been selected as a pilot school by the Department of Basic Education to participate in
an international numeracy and literacy study. The teaching of the curriculum and learner performance will be monitored and reported on from May 2018 until October 2018. Results of the study
will be available in 2019.

SCHOLARSHIP
The scholarship examinations were written on 21 April. The results were analyzed and learners and
parents have been informed of the outcome.
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LEARNER INTERVENTION
AND MOTIVATION
MATRIC WINTER VACATION CLASSES
The Vacation classes are scheduled from 25 - 28 June
2018. Matriculants have been issued with the roster.
Attendance is COMPULSORY and learners must report
for classes in their full SCHOOL UNIFORM.

MOTIVATIONAL BREAKFAST – TOP ACHIEVERS
Learners who obtained distinction aggregates were
acknowledged at a breakfast session on 25th April
2018. Learners also had the opportunity to engage
with educators and our motivational speaker, Mr. F
Bayat, who delivered an inspirational address and
powerpoint presentation on the 4th Industrial Revolution.

MOTIVATIONAL TALK – DR John Buswell
PROCATIVE EDUCATION – RAPE WISE
Dr Buswell conducted an extremely informative and
interactive workshop with our grades 7/8/9 learners on
the following topics:

Physical Bullying

Cyber Bullying and Cyber Safety

Peer pressure / victimization

Anger management.
Learners and educators thoroughly enjoyed the session.
The following topics were presented to the Grades 1012 learners:

Study Habits

Exam Techniques

Study Skills

ACADEMIC ASSEMBLY
The TOP FIVE learners per grade were acknowledged
and motivated at an Academic Assembly held on 25
April 2016.

MOTIVATIONAL TALK LEARNERS “AT RISK”
A special motivational meeting was held for parents of
learners at risk. Problems were diagnosed, advice was
offered and strategies to improve learner performance
were offered by our guest speaker, Mr Javed Mustapha, an ex –learner of
Orient.

GRADE 12 PARENT MEETING
A meeting of all parents of Grade 12 learners was held
on 20 June 2018.The following issues were addressed:
Absenteeism and leave taking
Poor work ethic and lack of urgency among matriculants.
Non - attendance at additional support classes.
Incomplete CASS Assessment

UPGRADE OF FACILITIES
E-LEARNING
The Grade 8 Natural Science E- Learning program is
progressing well. To enhance the program, the installation of a new Data Projector is required. In the interim
the IPAD Lab is being utilized. A meeting of parents of
grade 8 learners with the My Pedia personnel is scheduled for the new term.

ENGINEERING GRAPHICS AND DESIGN
Eight new computers were installed in the EGD Room.
Learners are currently completing their PAT using the
CAD program. Learners in the GET phase will also be
exposed to CAD programs so they can make informed
subject choices.
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
DAILY NEWS QUIZ COMPETITION
Learners are currently being put through their paces by a series of pre – selection Quiz competitions held weekly to
determine the finalists who would represent the school. Learners are currently being coached by Mr I. Asmal and
Mrs. R Asmal.

NELSON MANDELA CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Our grade 11 learners are in the final stages of their preparation for the essay writing competition to be held by Sastri College.

YUSUF KATHRADA ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
Our grade 11 learners are currently preparing for this competition.

DEPARTMENT OF AFRIKAANS
AFRIKAANS WORKSHOP
In an attempt to empower educators, Orient’s department of Afrikaans initiated a workshop to assist the AMS Schools and
the neighbouring feeder schools.
The shortage of Afrikaans educators has reached critical proportions because tertiary Institutions have stopped training
specialists in the FET phase. This has resulted in non – specialist educators being employed to teach Afrikaans hence,
standards are compromised.
The services of the National and Provincial examiner and moderator, Mrs.Nerissa Rajub, and Mr Ronnie Harishun, NSC
senior marker and author of Grades 8-12 workbooks were elicited. The workshop focused on :
Tips on the setting of examination papers
Marking of Afrikaans P3
Unpacking the new Grade 10 Literature Syllabus.
The 25 delegates from 13 schools who attended the workshop left very impressed by the organisation and hospitality of
Orient Islamic School and requested for more of these content-driven workshops.

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD
Fifty Three learners wrote Round 2 of Maths Olympiad. We are awaiting results.

MATHEMATICS EPOCH OPTIMA TRUST

A meeting was held at Durban Girls High School on 19th May 2018. From the analysis that was presented of 64 schools,
Orient Islamic School was one of the TOP 5 high performing schools that produces quality passes.
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCES
SCIENCE FAIR
The GET and FET Science Fair was held on 22nd & 23rd May respectively. Learners impressed the judges with their
outstanding projects. Learners who were placed in the top category will represent the school at the ESKOM science fair in
term 3.

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
The Science Department has entered a total of 60 learners from Grade 7 to Grade 11 in the National Science Olympiad.
The Olympiad is scheduled to be written in August 2018.

COMPUTER OLYMPIAD
The Talent Search is the South African version of the Bebras Contest which attracts more than a million participants in the
rest of the world each year. The contest requires the use of Computational Thinking – those skills that are also required for
Mathematics, Science, IT and Computer Applications. The Talent Search identifies learners with the skills, but at the same
time gives all an opportunity to develop these skills.

GRADE

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS

OIS RESULTS

GOLD
CERTIFICATE

SILVER
CERTIFICATE

BRONZE
CERTIFICATE

2

3

1

7 – Junior

9

10 – Senior

11

5

11 - Senior

6

4

GOLD certificate

=

Candidate performed better than 93% of all participants countrywide.

SILVER certificate

=

Candidate performed better than 79% of all participants countrywide.

BRONZE certificate

=

Candidate performed better than 50 % of all participants countrywide.

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT SCIENCES
JSE CHALLENGE
The learners from grades 9 to 11 are currently participating in the JSE Challenge. It is a competition that teaches learners
about investments and trading on the security exchange. Learners are mentored by Mr H Bobat and Mrs F Cassimjee,

SAIPA & FJIMO OLYMPIADS
Learners have completed Round I. We are awaiting results.

SAICA
This junior online Olympiad is scheduled for August.

EMS QUIZ COMPETITION
Grades 7, 8 and 9 learners participated in the EMS District Quiz at Lamontiville. Congratulations our 6 stars who qualified
for round 2. Special congratulations to Talha Dada who attained 100%.
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
ROCKING FUTURE CAREER FAIR
Orient hosted a very successful Career Expo on 03 May. Learners were afforded the opportunity to interact with exhibitors
from a range of Higher Education Institutions. This expo also focused on the grade 9 learners to assist them with their subject
choices and seek clarity on aspects they were uncertain of.

BLOOD DONOR CLINIC
Was held on 8th May 2018.

WORLD RELIGIONS WORKSHOP
Grade 8 Learners attended this empowerment workshop.

FROM THE DESK OF THE HEAD OF ISLAMIAAT
Bi Ismihi Taala

As Salaamu Alaikum
Respected Parents
All praise to Almighty Allah for having blessed us with the opportunity to have recently experienced the beautiful month of
Ramadaan.
The Islamiat Department recently carried out a moderation exercise with learners from Gr 3 to Gr 11.

The ten teachers who undertook the moderation are all unanimous that greater effort, interest, enthusiasm and
encouragement is needed from the parents/home when it comes to the correct and regular recitation of the Holy Quraan.
In general the vast majority of our children are not reciting the Holy Quraan regularly, even in the month of Quraan!
It is mandatory that we complete a total recitation of the entire Quraan Shareef at least twice a year, once in Ramadaan and
one in the remaining months of the year.
The Holy Quraan is one of the greatest miracles of Nabi Muhammad Sallalahu alayhi wasallam and a gift for the salvation and
success of mankind in general.
One of the greatest investments, we can make as parents is to ensure that our children learn to recite the Holy Quraan correctly with its requisite rules and etiquettes of recitation.
This will indeed benefit them and us in particular when we have departed from this temporary earthly life and we will be most
in need of our children benefiting us in our graves.
Dear parents, please take this sincere advise seriously with the best of interests for our children and implement a programme/
time table at home for regular recitation of the Holy Quraan for the entire year.
A family that prays together stays together!
May Allah Taala bless each and everyone of us with the great bounty of reciting and appreciating the Holy Quraan!

Shukran

Department of Islamiat
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
SPORTS REPORT TERM 2

ATHLETICS
Congratulations to our highschool male and female athletes for their outstanding achievement in the
AMS Athletics. They were declared overall champions. Our athletes showed great maturity and improved times in their races. WELL DONE!
NETBALL
Our girls competed in the AMS netball tournament in the various divisions and acquitted themselves
creditably.
VOLLEYBALL
For the first time, Orient affiliated two volleyball teams in the KZN – Westville Girls Volleyball
League. The girls showed extreme maturity and outstanding skills. The U19 girls completed their
program undefeated. CONGRATULATIONS to Farah Trenor who was selected for the Ethekwini
team.
SOCCER
Soccer commenced with 7 league teams in the SAFA – Durban Central Football Association. Our
teams performed extremely well in the first half of the league.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AMS – Volleyball – Boys and Girls
Saturday 28th July 2018
AMS – National Soccer – 7-a-side soccer tournament
9th – 11th August 2018
AMS – Astroturf Soccer Tournament – Orient Astroturf
8th September 2018

Sports Co-ordinator
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LIBRARY NEWSLETTER
READING MONTH INITIATIVE
The Annual Book Fair forms part of the Reading Month Initiative. This year it was held on the 25 th and 26th of April. Due to
the interest shown last year by some of our senior learners from grades 7 to 10, the booksellers were this year asked to
bring along some books that may appeal to them. A large variety of Islamic books were also on sale. Educators of senior
classes were then invited to bring their learners in to view the books. Learners were impressed with the variety of books on
display and many of them made requests for other titles, which were brought in the following day. Overall, it was very
pleasing to note the interest shown by the learners as well as the number of purchases made.

TOP READERS

In keeping with the theme of promoting reading, the media centre ran a TOP READER contest over the months of April
and May. The following learners walked away with the honour of being Top Readers.
GET PHASE:
FET PHASE:
Altaaf Saib (Gr 9.3)
Zeenat Abdul Hamid (10.1)
We once again bring to your attention the availability of the e-book app that is available for the reading pleasure of our
learners. It is now easier than ever before to register on the app. Username: First name,last name format.

E-PLATFORM BY WHEELERS
Password: Library1
In order to register:
1. Search for ‘E-Platform by Wheelers’ on your app store. Download the free app.
2. Find our library (Orient Islamic School in an alphabetic list), sign in OR register (as indicated above).
3. Browse and download a book to read on your device.
If you wish to read off your desktop or laptop:
1. Type in ois.wheelers.co in your browser.
2. The Orient Islamic School e-book page will come up.
3. Thereafter, REGISTER, by filling in the username and password as indicated above.
There are over 1300 titles to choose from and books are refreshed every few months, so don’t miss out!

Librarian

