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HIGH SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER TERM 1 | 2018
From the Executive Headmaster’s Desk
_____________________________________________
Dear Parent / Guardian

Assalaamu Alaikum/ Peace be upon you

Important
Info
SCHOOL TERMS

TERM1

17.01.18 - 29.03.18

The First Term has been a happy one as well as a sad one for
all of us at Orient Islamic School. The much awaited Matric
results brought a lot of excitement and joy to our Matriculants and educators. Two of our learners, Muhammad
Saleem Mansoor and Talha Vawda were placed second and
third respectively in the Independent School category in
KZN. Orient Islamic continue to prove itself as a school of
academic and sporting excellence. The accolades we received in the first term inter alia, are as follows:
1.

TERM 2

10.04.18 - 22.06.18

TERM 3

2.

17.07.18 - 28.09.18

3.

TERM 4

4.

09.10.18 - 12.12.18
5.
6.
7.
8.

International Physical Science Olympiad - Nuzhat
Aafreen Amod has been selected to represent South
Africa at the International Physical Science Olympiad
in Lisbon, Portugal.
Hafiz Saifullah Kathrada selected to represent South
Africa in the International Qiraat Competition in
Kuwait.
Daily News Rotary Team Speaking Competition One of our teams have reached the semi – finals.
AMS Speech Contest: Almira Tayob and Yusuf Khan
were placed first in the AMS Speech Contest. (Girls
and Boys category respectively). On the sporting
front, our learners faired equally well
Usaamah Vally achieved Gold in KZN ASA Champs
and the SASA Provincial Champs. He will be representing KZN Schools in Potchefstroom.
Yousuf Shabeer Gany was selected to represent KZN
(Regional Performance Centre in the Standard Bank
National U/17 (Hub Cricket) in Pretoria.
Orient Islamic School won both the BOYS and GIRLS
AMS Swimming Gala.
Orient Boys won the U13, U17 and U19 Astro Turf
Soccer Tournament. Three learners also won ‘Player

of the Tournament’ in their respective divisions.
Parents and visitors had only words of praise for our Primary Schools’ Barnyard Bash Fun day.
While Orient was riding the crest of the wave, we received
the sad news of the passing away of a senior Board Member, Mohammed Yacoob (Bhai) Dhai. In this message I wish
to, on behalf of our educators and learners, pay tribute to a
remarkable person .
The passing away of Bhai Dhai has removed from our midst
a much loved and respected person whom the school community always looked upon for help. Orient was his passion,
and he was here with us virtually every day. He interacted
with the staff and learners and showed utmost respect in his
dealings with all.
Bhai’s passing away leaves a vacuum in the school and the
community. His passion, devotion and commitment are
qualities that will never be removed from the memories of
all those who had the privilege to know him whilst he
served as a Board member. He always epitomized generosity, wisdom and compassion. His willingness to help which
went far beyond what was needed was appreciated by all.
Much of what we see today in terms of the OIS Campus is
largely due to the tireless efforts of Bhai Dhai.
We thank Allah (Azza wa Jal) for loaning to us such an
amazing soul from whom we have taken abundant benefit.
“A light from our school is gone”
“A voice we loved is stilled”
“A place is vacant in our hearts”
“Which will be very had to fill”
May the Almighty grant him Jannatul Firdous, Ameen.

I wish to thank all our educators for their sterling work.
Parents, your support and co-operation is always valued.
May we always work together to take Orient Islamic to
the next level, Insha Allah. We wish you and your family
a pleasant and restful holiday.
Shukrun

Mr Nasser Ebrahim

Executive Headmaster
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Message from the High School Principal ’s Desk
Respected Parents and Guardians
As-Salaamu-Alaikum
A warm welcome to the 2018 academic year. The Orient family welcomes all our new parents and educators,
Mr A Khan, Mr N.A Khan, Mrs. B Stopforth and Mrs Y. Naicker. We commit ourselves to caring for the new
members of our family and also undertake to nurture all our learners and encourage their talents.
We have reached the end of a very long but successful term. The 2018 academic year commenced on an extremely positive note with the achievement of many accolades. At Orient we pride ourselves in benchmarking
ourselves against international standards and our accolades bear adequate testimony to this. We are indeed
proud of our learners’ efforts, our educators’ unwavering commitment and our heads of department and senior
management’s leadership.
Congratulations to the matric class of 2017 and our top learners. Yet again they have placed Orient on the
map.
As one of the leading Independent Schools we pride ourselves in developing in our learners self –worth, sound
values, clear thinking skills, personal accountability and social responsibility. Our holistic curriculum provides
opportunities for learners to discover and develop talents. Learners are thus encourage to participate in as
many activities as possible.
My sincere appreciation to all our stakeholders for the time that they invest in ensuring that Orient Islamic
School functions at its best.
Sincere condolences to the Dhai family and the Orient family on the passing of our beloved Bhai Dhai whose
contributions to Orient will forever be etched in our memories.
To the Management, Academic staff, Administrative staff, Estate staff and Security staff I wish you a pleasant
recess. May you enjoy your much needed rest.

Mrs. R.D. Nadesan

P R I N C I PA L | H I G H S C H O O L
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ACADEMIC MATTERS
1. CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND TRACKING
Curriculum delivery is being closely monitored. The necessary support services, material resources and skills development training through professional development is being adequately provided.
Our focus is to improve the achievement of all learners, to maintain quality teaching and learning and to use resources,
including time, effectively and efficiently.
2. TESTING PROGRAMME – TERM 1
2.1 BI -WEEKLY TESTS
The testing program included the School Based Assessment component which is added to the examination mark.
2.2 CONTROLLED TEST
The Controlled tests, which is part of the School Based Assessment, was written from 23 - 29 March. The Mid- year
English and Afrikaans Paper 3 examinations are scheduled to be written on 23 and 26 April. Reports will be issued from
17 April 2018. Parent consults are scheduled for 17, 18 and 19 April 2018.
3. TESTING PROGRAMME – TERM 2
The Bi-weekly testing program for term 2 commences on 30 April 2018. The Mid-Year Examinations will be written from
04 June – 08 June and 18 June – 22 June. Grades 7-9 learners will write the AMS common papers in English and
Afrikaans.
4. ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Orient Islamic School will be offering a limited number of academic scholarships to prospective Grade 8 and 10 learners
for the 2019 academic year. Prospective candidates who have achieved a minimum aggregate of 90% in their Grade 6 /
8 final examinations may apply. Existing Orient learners are also eligible provided they meet the criteria. Scholarship
awards are tenable each year subject to meritorious academic performance and exemplary conduct. Candidates will be
required to write the scholarship examinations on Saturday, 21 April 2018 at 08h30. Kindly contact the school for more
information.
5. ACADEMIC SUPPORT
5.1 SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAMME
Part of the academic improvement plan at Orient Islamic School is to ensure improved performance at all levels, with
emphasis at Grade 12 level. Thus, the period immediately after the November examinations was the ideal time to prepare, consolidate and cover syllabus for the matric year. A timetable was followed and the post-exam period was utilized
productively. Although this was a compulsory session, a few learners chose not to attend and had to face the consequence since these lessons were not repeated. The term 1 results of these learners will be closely monitored.
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5.2 GRADE 9 BRIDGING PROGRAMME
In an attempt to consolidate skills and concepts that learners required for the FET phase a
Grade 9 bridging session was conducted after the November examinations in the following core subjects: Mathematics,
English and Afrikaans. Despite the appeal to parents that this was a compulsory session attendance was extremely
poor. Management expressed their disappointment at the Orientation Meeting on 29 January 2018. The progress of the
grade 10 learners will be tracked and referred to parents.
5.3. LEARNING AREA INTERVENTION AND MOTIVATION
A structured Learning Area intervention program in critical subjects is in operation on weekday mornings and afternoons
and during weekends. It is pleasing to note that many learners are taking advantage of these lessons. However, learners
that really require the lessons are not attending. Parental support will be appreciated. Attendance registers are maintained.
5.4 ORIENTATION MEETINGS
Orientation meetings for grades 7 -12 learners were successfully completed. Sincere appreciation to all parents who attended these meetings.These comprehensive meetings outlined:

The roles of the stakeholders

Challenges educators experience

Additional remedial support

Code of conduct

Pass Requirements & Tertiary Requirements

School Based Assessments

Testing program

NBT AND AP mathematics

Subject Choice – FET Phase
Information booklets that outlined the assessment tasks per subject were also handed to parents.
5.5 LEARNER PARENT INTERVIEWS
All matriculants and their parents have been interviewed by senior management who advised and motivated learners on
strategies to be implemented to improve academic performance. Learners were advised on study methods, time management and compulsory attendance at support classes.
On 15 March the parents of the 12.3 learners were summoned to a meeting arising from concerns that were raised by
subject educators. Learners were addressed by the SMT and subject educators.
5.6. TERTIARY VISITS
Matriculants were addressed by representatives from the following universities:

Rhodes

Mancosa

Embury

UKZN

Wits
The CAO forms and the information booklets have been distributed to learners. Parents, you are urged to assist your
child with their career choices and submit the forms timeously.
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6. FACILITIES

6.1 UPGRADING OF LABORATORIES
This process has commenced and completion of the Physics laboratory is expected in the next few weeks. Practical lessons in a learner friendly teaching and learning environment will definitely enhance the performance in the sciences.
6.2 E- LEARNING
The Grade 8 NS learners will embark on a Blended learning (e-learning & traditional learning) project called My Pedia
from Term 2, where they will make use of interactive eBooks and online learning & assessments.
7. OPEN DAY
A very successful Open Day was held on 10th March 2018 were the school was showcased to prospective parents.
8. CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

EVENT / ACTIVITY
PHYSICAL CIENCE
International Physics Olympiad
(Lisbon – Portugal –
July 2018)

PARTICIPANT/S

Nuzhat Aafreen
Amod

RESULT

COMMENT

Congratulations to Nuzhat.
She will be representing
South Africa in Lisbon Portugal in July. Another proud
moment for Orient. We
wish her all the best.

Nuzhat wrote the first selection test at school on Tuesday
23 January 2018. She was
selected to proceed to round
2. She was required to complete tasks online. Despite the
pressures of the matric year
and the level of difficulty she
very diligently persevered.
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International Junior Science Olympiad. (Nederlands
December 2017)

Maryam Mohamed

Team SA
Bronze in 1 category.

Maryam was impressed
by the professionalism of
the teams from other
countries. They have
dedicated training centres
that run parallel to mainstream schooling. Conventional school curriculums are adjusted to accommodate training.

Playhouse Production – OTHELLO

Our matriculants
attended a live
performance at
the Natal Playhouse.

Enriched Learners

The response from the
learners was extremely
positive. Sincere thanks
to Mr A Maharaj for coordinating the activity.

De Beers English
Olympiad
The English Olympiad is a national
English competition
that draws 8000
entries each year.

Eighteen Orient
Islamic School
learners participated in this very
prestigious and
challenging Olympiad.

The top 20 participants in this Olympiad will each receive a year’s free
tuition at Rhodes
University in Grahamstown. We are
eagerly awaiting the
results of the Olympiad.

Almira Tayob
Yusuf Khan
coached by Mrs
R.S Asmal and
Mrs M.B Motala
Orient entered two
teams. Teams
were coached by
Mrs Haneef

1st position
1st position

The competition is organised jointly by the Grahamstown Foundation
and the South African
Council for English Education. The aims is to
enrich learners through
the study of English and
to encourage critical
thinking and creative writing.
Female catergory.
Male catergory

ENGLISH

COACHED BY
MRS M.B. MOTALA

AMS Speech Contest

Daily News Team
Speaking Competition

One team was eliminated and the other
proceeded to the
semi-final round.
Congratulations to
Fathima Zahra Patel
Nuzhat Aafreen
Amod
Ayesha Docrat

The standard was exceptionally high and the team
was commended on the
excellent content and
presentation of a challenging topic.
Cultural Appropriation
Vs Cultural Appreciation.
They were once again
invited to present their
speeches to the members of the Rotary Club.
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LIFE SCIENCES
National Science
Olympiad

Grades 7-11 NS &
LFSC will register
for the Science
Olympiad in first
week of Term 2
(R20 each).

Approximately 100 learners
enter the Science Olympiad.

National Science
Fair

Grades 7-11 NS &
LFSC are preparing for the OIS
Internal Science
Fair in Term 2

The top projects will qualify for
the AMS Science Fair and
ESKOM Young Scientist external EXPOs.

World Maths Day
& World P11 Day

Asma Elias
Attiya Chetty

Both learners delivered delightfully entertaining speeches on the importance of Mathematics.

National
Mathematics
Olympiad
Congratulations to
all the qualifiers
for round two. We
wish them everything of the best in
round two.

Ninety three learners from grades 8
to 12 participated
in the first round of
the S.A Mathematics Olympiad. 53
learners (27 Junior
and 26 Senior)
learners have
qualified for the
second round to
be written on the
16 May 2018.

MATHEMATICS

The following learners
performed exceptionally
well:

GRADE 8
- lyas Suliman 95%
- Husna Olla 90%
- Layla Tarr85%
- Muhammad H 80%
GRADE 9
- Talha Dada 80%
GRADE 10
Mohammed Muaz Habib
70%
GRADE 11
- Maryam Mahomed
70%
GRADE 12
- Fayyaaz Ismail Abdoola
70%

There are no awards for the
first round but those who obtain at least 50% qualify for
round two. Successful candidates in round two are awarded certificates. Cash awards
and medals are presented only in the third round.
Sincere thanks to Mr Buckus
for co-ordinating the Olympiad.
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EMS
Commerce club –
2018
The purpose of life is
not to make oneself
happy but, to make
others happy as well.
As Commerce learners foster the spirit of
brotherhood by interacting with the youth
from the wider Durban community.

The male members of the Commerce Club have
assisted in a feeding scheme held
by the owners of
JBC Security.
They also distributed meals to the
poor and needy
around Durban.

The OIS family, spearheaded by the Jamiat Ulama
under the leadership of
Moulana Mahomedy and
the Commerce Club members, have raised funds to
sponsor water to those in
need, in the Western Cape.
An Amount of R45 000 was
raised.

Sincere thanks and gratitude
to all who contributed to the
water project.

The female members of the Commerce Club visited
the young ladies
of the Islamic
Guidance
Madressa.

The ladies at Islamic Guidance were pampered with
hamper bags.

Guest speaker, Ms.Zeenath
Patel, delivered a motivational
talk, after which our members
interacted with the young girls
at the madressa.

Vega Vibe

Our team comprised of Zuhairah
Osman, Saa'irah
Cassim, Azihaarah Ebraham, Irsah
Bibi Tabassum,
Safiyyah Mansoor
and Zuhaira Osman.

Orient was placed third
overall and really enjoyed
interacting with members of
the Vega School.

Visual Arts and Commerce
students represented Orient
Islamic School in a Vega Vibe
Challenge. They did a presentation with regard to designing
an App to make consumers
more aware of food wastage.

JSE

Orient entered 13
teams from
grades 7-11.

Ongoing until August

Teams are mentored by Mrs
Cassimjee and Mr Bobat.

Special thanks to Yasmin
Randeree for leading the Islamic Guidance project. We
hope to maintain this bond
with the girls at Islamic Guidance in the years to come.

Sincere thanks to Mrs Kassim
for initiating the club and the
activities.

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Human Rights Day

Attiya Chetty

Delivered an Informative
speech on Human Rights.

Library Week

Aziraahia Abrahim

Delivered an inspiring speech
on the value of reading.
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LEARNER LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS
The prefect leadership workshop was held over two sessions by Adv. M Vahed. The focus of the workshop was about
leadership skills, response to challenges, positive influence on people and the strategies of great leaders. This was an
interactive session and the learner participation was excellent.
LEARNER REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL
8.2.1 CHOC (Association for Childhood Cancer)
The LRC raised funds and visited the facility.
8.2.2 Albert Luthuli Paediatric Cancer Ward
LRC distributed toys and refreshments to the patients.
8.2.3 LRC Newsletter
The publications committee is headed by Ameerah Desai. This quarterly publication features news, events and learners’
creative writing. Congratulations to the LRC for the launch of the newsletter.
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LIBRARY NEWS
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
South African National Library Week was celebrated from the 19 th to the 25th March. The significance of this
week is to highlight the value of libraries and the role it plays in our communities. This year, the theme of the
week was “Libraries: Heart of the Community”. In commemoration of this week, learners were requested to
make posters, do a display, celebrate being a Friend of the library with library personnel, all in keeping with the
theme of libraries being the heart of the Community. Story -telling sessions were held during the lunch break
for the Primary school learners and senior learners were requested to make posters and do a display. Bookmarkers were handed to learners after a very exciting lesson of “musical chairs” where reading and choice of
age appropriate books was the focus.
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A special thanks to the following High School learners:
Abu Ta’haa Essa (8.4) , Ilyas Suliman (8.2) , Hasan Khan (8.4) – created a ‘heart’ book display in keeping with the theme of
Libraries- Being the Heart of the Community.
Azihaarah Ebraham (11.2) – created an awesome poster on Library week . Presented a speech on the value of libraries in our
community.
Maryam Simjee (8.1), Fathima Shaikjee (8.1), Safiyyah Omar (8.1), Zeenat Abdul Hamid (10.1), Fathima Dyantyi (10.1),
Aleema Mazubane (10.1), Irsah Bibi Tabassum (10.1), UneizaMoiz Issufo Ali (12.1) – for always assisting with library tasks
when called upon.

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS

DATE: 23 APRIL
A dynamic team who dramatise book-trailers from pre-selected contemporary children’s books. These trailers provide a
visual and dramatic preview of the book. By leaving the story at a nail-biting cliff-hanger, learners are enticed to make a
beeline for the library to find out how the story ends. The show is hilarious, dramatic, thrilling and educational. Certainly a
show NOT to be missed.
DATE: 25TH & 26TH APRIL
Don’t miss out on an amazing opportunity to view and purchase from a wide range of readers.
Book fairs puts some of the very best books directly into the learners’ hands.
The Scholastic book fair event is a MUST SEE – so BOOK it in your calendar!!!

Reading Day – 25TH APRIL

The Orient Newsletter
2018 TERM 1

ISLAMIAAT
Assalaamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatu
Assalamualaikum
All Praises to the Almighty and the choicest of salutations on the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
We have had a very fruitful, productive and exciting first term. 2018 has started off very smoothly and we have already
reached the end of the first term.
Our first term was very exciting with the introduction of a weekly theme and a special Friday assembly which is held
every Friday morning in the main hall.
The highlight of this term was the Sunnah Sports demonstration held at OIS, with a demonstration of horses, archery,
martial arts and sports. Our learners have thoroughly enjoyed this unique and special assembly which is an innovative
method of teaching and learning!
A significant achievement in the first term was to raise funds for the Western Cape water project (due to the drought) and
congratulations to the educators and learners of OIS who have raised over R45000, well done!
The Islamiat Department hosted other programs of interest to our learners, a drugs awareness program which prompted
much interest from our learners and a gusal demonstration (for the deceased) for both boys and girls separately.
Our children are regularly conscientised with regard to the Islamic months and their particular significance.
We have now entered the sacred month of Rajab, which is training period for the blessed and auspicious month of Ramadaan Shareef.
Let us prepare, both physically and spiritualy for the month of Ramadaan and take maximum benefit from it.
We take the opportunity to wish our learners and parents a most safe, peaceful, beneficial and spiritually uplifting break.
Was salaam

Ahmed Mahomedy
Acting Head
Department of Islamiat
Orient Islamic School
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SPORT
Alhamdullilah this has been a very successful term for Orient Islamic school sport. New codes of sport were introduced and promoted and our existing codes of sport are being developed. Orient competes at a superior level against other schools and clubs
in inter school tournaments and inter club games.
Usaamah Vally participated in the SASA Provincial Championships and the Kzn ASA Championships at Kings Park Stadium.
Usaamah was awarded Gold Medals in both events.
He represented the SASA Team (to represent Kzn Schools in
Potchestroom) from 20-24 March 2018 and acquitted himself
exceptionally creditably. He also qualified to represent the Kzn
ASA Team. He will represent Kzn Province from 05-07 April 2018
in Paarl, Cape Province. We wish him all the best.
The high school held the annual swimming gala for both the
boys and girls which was a huge success. Our top 30 male and
female swimmers were selected to represent Orient at the AMS
swimming gala. Orient was declared overall champions in both
the girls and the boys AMS swimming galas.
Last week Orient competed in the AMS astro turf soccer tournament. The Orient teams featured in all the finals in the high
school divisions and were winners of three of the four divisions
we competed in. Orient was victorious the u13, u17 and u19 divisions. Three of our players were named player of the tournament: u13- Ebrahim Raja, u17 – Zameer Olla and u19 – Aabed
Shaik.
The boys have been enjoying their cricket under the guidance of
the Hashim Amla Cricket Academy and our boys have been performing well in their inter club cricket games. The Hashim Amla
Cricket Academy has definitely impacted positively on cricket as
a code. Many new learners are now keen to commence cricket
training and represent Orient in cricket. Yousuf Ganie has been
selected for the KZN u19 team and Abdullah Bayat has been selected for KZN HPC U13 team.
Table tennis has been re-introduced and it has generated a great
deal of interest and enthusiasm amongst our learners.
Hand ball was introduced to our high school boys who have
shown a great of interest in the sport and next term we hope to
have our inaugural inter class hand ball tournament.
The high school girls have been enjoying soccer and are keen to
enter an astro turf soccer tournament in term 3.
Our u15 girls have also joined the Durban volleyball leagues
where they will be competing against some of the best volleyball
players.
Congratulations to all our Orient stars on their excellent achievement.

Afzal Khan

Head of Sport

