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HIGH SCHOOL
Message from the Executive Headmaster
As Salaamu Alaikum

Dear Parents and Guardians

As-salaam mu alai kum / Peace be upon you
Through the infinite Grace of the Almighty, I hope that this message finds you physically and spiritually energized at the
beginning of this beautiful month of Rajab.

IMPORTANT
INFO

SCHOOL
RE-OPENS
FOR TERM 2 ON

18 April 2017
FOR ALL
LEARNERS

The winds of change are slowly sweeping over Orient Islamic School, and I am delighted to write my first message to the
school community in my capacity as the new Executive Headmaster.
I would like to start by expressing my sincere gratitude to Mr Ebrahim Ansur for his support in ensuring that my transition as Executive Headmaster was as smooth as possible.
Since my appointment, I have had the opportunity to interact with staff, learners and parents and have been impressed
by the school’s positive climate and academic reputation. Learners at Orient Islamic School obtained outstanding results
- a 100% success rate over the past years. Such a record is not achieved by chance. We have consistently been graded as
‘outstanding’ for the quality of teaching and learning. It is important that, whilst taking time to reflect upon and celebrate
our 18 years as an independent school, we do not lose sight of the fact that schools are about the future and that we use
this to focus on how we can continue the legacy in the years ahead.
My priority as Executive Headmaster is to ensure that we continue to strive for academic excellence and to commit to
provide a safe and intellectually challenging environment that will empower our learners to become innovative thinkers,
creative problem solvers and inspired learners prepared to thrive in the twenty-first century.
High standards and expectations for each learner in regard to academic performance, co-curricular participation, and
responsible citizenship are the foundation of our school. It is with pride that we hold these high standards and ensure
that each of our learners are committed to maintaining the extraordinary record of achievement and contribution that
has been the legacy of Orient Islamic School learners.
It is the contribution of our teachers and learners to our school community that makes us an exceptional learning community. Full participation in academic and co-curricular programs and a willingness to act responsibly as an individual
within our educational environment are the factors that enable all to have a successful and enjoyable year.
I wish to place on record my thanks and appreciation to all the parents that welcomed me warmly and made my transition into Orient an easy one. I look forward to a very cordial and pleasant relationship in the future.
Finally I wish to thank the EXCO and Board of Governors for their continuing support and encouragement. Their farsighted investment over the years has provided us with improved and better facilities.
Most importantly we express our gratitude to our Creator, Allah (SWT) for endowing us with the guidance and responsibility to contribute to the development of
our learners in these challenging times we are living in.

Nasser Ebrahim

Executive Headmaster
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Report from the High School Principals Desk
Respected Parents and Guardians
As-Salaamu-Alaikum
A warm welcome to the 2017 academic year. On behalf of the high school staff and learners a warm Orient
welcome to Mr Nasser Ebrahim, our Executive Headmaster. We wish him a long and pleasant journey with us.

We have come to the end of a very long but successful term. The 2017 academic year commenced on an
extremely positive note. The classification and organization was speedily completed and the academic
program commenced in earnest. Sincere appreciation to the staff and Heads of Department for their efficiency
and support.
Congratulations to the matric class of 2016 on achieving 100 % pass. Muzzafar Ahmed Malani, who was placed
1st in the Independent School’s catergory, has indeed set a remarkable benchmark and I am certain our class
of 2017 will aspire to attain greater heights.
Whilst we celebrate our learners’ achievements, we must also understand that measurement of achievement
generally tells you where a learner is, not where a learner could end up. To have a certificate with excellent
results, but not the substance of learning required for success simply means facing failure at the next step of
one’s learning career.
The challenges of our daily lives require more than intelligence and hard work. Yes, the human touch,
compassion, maturity, confidence and assertiveness are required but I believe that ethical practices, sound
principles and a generous spirit are equally important for success. The school environment is the perfect
training ground to ensure that learners are imbued with these skills.
Hence, we strive to involve our learners in a range of activities. I appeal to you as parents to encourage your
children to participate in as many activities as possible.
My sincere appreciation to all our stakeholders for the time that they invest in ensuring that Orient Islamic
School functions at its best.
To the Management, Academic staff, Administrative staff, Estate staff and Security staff I wish you a pleasant
recess. Safe travels to wherever you are headed.

Mrs R.D Nadesan

Principal— Highschool
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ACADEMIC MATTERS
1.CURRICULUM DELIVERY AND TRACKING

Curriculum delivery is proceeding along well and is being closely monitored. The necessary support services,
material resources and skills development training through professional development is being adequately
provided. Our focus is to improve the achievement of all learners, to maintain quality teaching and learning
and to use resources, including time, effectively and efficiently.

2. TESTING

PROGRAMME – TERM 1

2.1 BI -WEEKLY TESTS

The testing program included the School Based Assessment component which is added to the examination
mark

2.2 CONTROLLED TEST

The Controlled tests, which is part of the School Based Assessment, commenced on 14 th March and concluded
on 29 March. The Mid- year English and Afrikaans Paper 3 examinations were written on 30 and 31 March. Reports will be issued from 21 April 2016. Parent consults are scheduled for 24, 25 and 26 April 2017.

3. TESTING PROGRAMME – TERM 2

The Bi-weekly testing program for term 2 commences on 4 May 2017. The Mid-Year Examinations is scheduled
to commence on 15 June and concludes on 30 June 2017. Grades
7-9 learners will also write the AMS mid – year papers in English, Afrikaans and Mathematics.

4. GRADE 8 SCHOLARSHIP

Orient Islamic School will be offering a limited number of academic scholarships to prospective Grade 8 and 10
learners for the 2018 academic year. Current Grade 7 Orient learners are also eligible for this award provided
they meet the criteria. Learners who have achieved a minimum aggregate of 90% in their Grade 6 final examinations may apply.
Scholarship awards are tenable each year subject to meritorious academic performance and exemplary conduct. Kindly contact the school for more information.

5. ACADEMIC SUPPORT
5.1. LEARNING AREA INTERVENTION AND MOTIVATION

A structured Learning Area intervention program in critical subjects is in operation on weekday mornings and
afternoons and during weekends. Parents must encourage learners to take advantage of these sessions.
Meetings with parents of learners “at risk “are held regularly by senior management who advise, counsel and
motivate learners. Motivational speakers are also invited to address learners. Our Top Learners of the class of
2016 Muzaffer A Malani, Sohail Rouselle and Mohammed Khan were invited to address our matriculants on the
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winning recipe for success. Matriculants were inspired by the motivational addresses.
Apa Farzanah Rawat motivated our matric girls from a spiritual perspective.
Mufthi Zubair Bayat addressed the Matric learners on 06th March.

5.2. PARENT ORIENTATION MEETINGS

Salient issues with regard to requirements and demands were highlighted. Comprehensive information booklets and brochures were issued to parents so they would be able to monitor their child’s School Based Assessments. Parents who absented themselves from the meetings, kindly ensure you receive a copy of the information booklet.

5.3. TERTIARY VISITS

Matriculants were addressed by representatives from the following universities:
Rhodes
Mancosa
Embury
UKZN
Wits

6. HIGH SCHOOL’S EXPO

As part of our school’s successful public relations and marketing efforts, Orient Islamic School participated in
the High School Expo which was held on 25 January 2017, FROM 18H00-20H00, at Chelsea Preparatory School
in Durban North.
Sincere appreciation to all members who assisted, supported and attended this initiative. Special thanks to our
head girl and head boy for their assistance. Mrs. Nadesan, Ms Desai, Mr Thompson and Mr A Maharaj were on
hand to attend to queries from prospective parents. We also used this opportunity to begin our marketing
strategy campaign in conducting an e-survey which was well received.

7. OPEN DAY

A successful Open Day on 11 March 2017 showcased our learners’ outstanding efforts and educator
commitment and resourcefulness in the different learning areas. The program commenced with a
comprehensive account of the academic program, co-curricular activities, infrastructure and the achievements
of Orient by Mr Nasser Ebrahim, our Executive Headmaster. Thereafter prospective parents were escorted by
our dedicated band of prefects and LRC members on a guided tour of the school.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

Educators are currently attending professional development workshops conducted by the Department of
Education in their Learning Areas as well workshops organised by Independent Bodies. Feedback workshops
are done at the Learning Area Committee meetings.
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CO- CURRICULAR AND LEADERSHIP / CHARACTER BUILDIING
DALE CARNEGIE WORKSOP – GRADE 7 LEARNERS
Our Grade 7 learners attended a 4 hour skills training workshop conducted by Mrs. Joan De Beer from Dale
Carnegie. Learners thoroughly enjoyed the session. Some of the skills discussed were:
Leadership Skills
People Skills
Communication skills
Building Confidence
DALE CARNEGIE – PREFECT AND LRC LEADERSHIP – WORKSHOP
This workshop was conducted by Mrs. Joan De Beer on 24 February. Feedback from the learners was extremely
positive. They found the course to be inspiring and informative. The following aspects were discussed:
Handling Disciplinary issues
Identification of leaners Strengths and Weaknesses
Core Values
Formulation of learners vision and mission
Confidence and enhanced Self-Esteem.
COMPUTER CLUB
Our Gr8 and 9 Girls have been introduced to scratch programming. Robotics and coding is currently being introduced to the Gr 8 learners. Sphero SPRK + (an app enabled robot) is used to teach learners the skill.

8.4. ANTI- BULLYING WORKSHOP – GRADES 7, 8 & 9

Mr Salim Badat, a martial artist affiliated to the Tactical Academy of Combat, presented a workshop on Bullying
which highlighted the following:
Identification of bullies
Victims of bullies
Cyber Bullying
Learners pledged to make Orient a Bully- Free Zone.

ROTARY – DAILY NEWS TEAM SPEAKING COMPETITION
Learners of Orient made their debut in the Team Speaking competition. Two teams entered the competition
held at Danville Park Girls High School. Fathima Zahra, Nuzhat Aafreen Amod and Ayesha Docrat displayed
outstanding presentation and team work skills to progress to the finals of this prestigious competition.
Congratulations to our young ladies and their coaches Mrs. G Haneef, Mrs. M Khan (librarian) and Mr Anuj
Maharaj. The adjudicators were so impressed with our learners’ performance that they requested the talk
be delivered to the members of the Rotary at The Crusaders Club on 30 March. We are extremely proud of
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our learners’ achievement and wish them well in the KZN final scheduled for 25 April. The topic that was researched was :

THE PERCEPTIONS OF THE WORLD REGARDING MUSLIM WOMEN
DE BEERS OLYMPIAD
Forty four learners were entered for the Olympiad. They were coached by Mrs. M.B Motala. This examination
was written on 07 March. We are awaiting results.

PLAYHOUSE PRODUCTION – OTHELLO

On 15th February our matriculants were treated to a live performance at the Natal Playhouse.
The learners thoroughly enjoyed the production and feedback from the learners indicates that the production
helped them to consolidate the reams of information about the play and to reconcile the written word with the
live production.
The learners were completely engaged for the duration of the performance. The Department of English is
hopeful that the opportunity to expose our learners to the joys of theatre performance will benefit them.
Learners were complimented for their exemplary behaviour. Compliments to Mr Anuj Maharaj and his team for
the excellent organisation and control.

ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION

Learners are currently being prepared for the David Livingston and Gandhi Essay Writing Competitions by Mrs.
R S Asmal and Mr A Maharaj.

MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD

The mathematics competitions generate a great deal of enthusiasm and curiosity for the subject at Orient
hence, we continuously strive to ensure that learners participate in a range of mathematical contests and
Olympiads. 100 learners from grade 7-12 have been entered for the SA Maths Olympiad held by the SA Mathematics Foundation. A total of 42 learners qualified for the second round. We are extremely proud of the following learners for their outstanding achievement in the first round, Muaz Habib (gr 9), Muhammed Zameer
Olla (gr 9), Muhammad Arsal Bajwa (gr 9) and Talha Vawda (gr 12)
Mrs Tayob, a parent volunteered to mentor our grade 9 learners on problem-solving skills in preparation for
the maths Olympiad. These classes are conducted every Tuesday for highflyers and Thursday for learners at risk
from 7h00 to 8h00.
Learners in the GET phase were entered for the Horizon Mathematics Competition and 19 learners qualified for
round 2 of the competition. Congratulations to Mrs. Mumtaz Vahed for preparing the candidates.
Congratulations to Heads of Department Mr M H Buckus (FET) and Mr A. Shaik (GET) for their excellent strategic direction to their teams and their unwavering support to our learners.
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MATHEMATICS MOTIVATIONAL ADDRESS

Mr Vishnu Naidoo from FEMSISSA addressed our Grade 12 Learners on the National Benchmark Tests. He also
addressed our learners in the GET phase on bridging the gap between the GET AND FET phases. This talk was
facilitated by Mr M.H Buckus and Mr Abed Shaik.

ENGINEERING CAREER WORKSHOP
Twenty learners accompanied by Mr Buckus attended this workshop on 08 March at UKZN – Howard Campus.
Learners returned thoroughly inspired.

ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT SCIENCES

Mr Bobat has entered learners for the following activities:
SAICA
SAIPA (10) learners
FIMO (19) learners grades 10-12– Currently being mentored by Mrs. Tayob, a parent, in financial mathematics.
University of Johannesburg Olympiad.

8.12. LIFE SCIENCES/ ECO CLUB

The Life Sciences/ Eco Club under the leadership of Luqmaan Desai arranged an excursion to UKZN Health
Faculty. Learners were addressed by senior researchers Mrs. Seedat and Inga Elson. Learners learnt to culture
and identify micro – organisms. They were also introduced to preservation techniques and advanced equipment used in laboratories. They were complimented for their exemplary behavior and enthusiasm. Learners
thoroughly enjoyed the highly successful learning experience. Our sincere appreciation to Mr DL Naidoo and
Mrs. Buccus for accompanying our learners on the excursion.

LEARNER REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL

The LRC is a body that is elected to articulate the needs of learners, initiate projects and engage in activities in
the following domains : Academic , Sport and Islamiaat in order to develop leadership skills . Ameen Essa, our
enthusiastic and dynamic chairperson, is showing a great deal of initiative.
The Community Services committee embarked on an awareness and fundraising initiative for childhood cancer
during the month of February. Monies raised were donated to the Childhood Cancer Foundation (CHOC). Ms.
Agie Govender, director of CHOC expressed her appreciation for the contribution at a special assembly.
In addition of 14 members of the LRC arranged to visit the children at the CHOC Foundation
and lifted the spirits of the children by handing them toys and sweet treats.
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ISLAMIAAT
Assalaamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatu
Alhamdulillah, the 1st Term of 2017 at OIS has been a busy and fruitful term with many
activities and programmes. Not forgetting the warm welcome to our new Executive Headmaster,
Mr. N. Ebrahim.
The Islaamiaat Department had many highlights; viz: The weekly Syria Collections.
Alhamdulillah, this collection, in its many forms, will continue till Ramadaan. Insha-Allah. We
sincerely thank all the learners and parents for their generous contributions thus far. Don’t
forget our ladies only fund-raising evening on Friday the 19th of May at the Orient Hall. More
details to follow. All proceeds from the Syrian collection will be taken personally by Ml. A.
Mohamedy to Turkey/Syria in Ramadaan. Insha-Allah. May Allah (SWT) remove the problems
of the people of Syria and other parts of the world. Ameen.
We appreciate the excellent inspirational contributions of our learners during the Islaamiaat
Assemblies. Learners go out of their way in preparing items relating to the monthly OIS themes.
The Primary and High school notice boards are also regularly updated and filled with excellent
information relating to current affairs.

Alhamdulillah, the installation of projectors in the Islaamiaat classes has really enhanced the way
Quraan and Islaamiaat subjects are taught. Islaamiaat educators are working on new and
innovative ways of imparting Islamic knowledge to our learners.
The Arabic Language Ipad Lab is also taking off well, with learners being ‘glued’ to the devices
during lessons.
We look forward to positive results in preparation for the South African National Quraan
Competition which will take place on the 22nd of April. We wish all our participants the best.
The Holy month of Rajab is here and we should take this opportunity to follow the Sunnah of
Nabi s.a.w.s. in preparation for Ramadaan. We should start a fasting programme, recite Quraan
regularly and train ourselves to inculcate good habits and actions. Not forgetting also to recite
the Sunnah Dua, – “اللهم بارك لنا في رجب و شعبان و بلغنا رمضانOur Allah Bless us in the months of
Rajab and Shabaan and let us reach the month of Ramadaan” Ameen.
We wish each of you a fruitful and safe holiday and may you have a wonderful break. InshaAllah.
Shukran
Wassalaam

ML Y. Kathrada
Head of Islamiaat
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SPORTS

The High School was involved in a very intensive sports program in term 1, focusing mainly
on swimming, cricket, astroturf soccer, netball and fitness work.
During the term, sports coaches and our active athletes were involved in various events.
The school hosted a successful swimming gala at the Sutton Park Swimming Pool. Miss
Hawa Bux’s training and coaching skills were showcased at the gala.
The AMS Swimming Gala and the AMS Astroturf Soccer Tournament bears adequate
testimony to the level of Orient’s sporting excellence. The results are as follows:

AMS SWIMMING GALA
Girls Primary School Champions
Girls High School Champions
Boys High School Champions

AMS ASTROTURF TOURNAMENT
U9 – runners up
U13 – Champions
U15 – Champions
U17 – Champions

PLAYERS OF THE TOURNAMENT
U13 – Uwais Saeed
U15 – Bah Mohamadu
U17 – Aqeel Emmamally

Our boys have excelled in the league cricket program in the U11/12 and U15/16 divisions.
Soccer training has commenced in the 8 divisions that will be participating in the Durban
Central Football Association. Learners are encouraged to join the teams in the various divisions.

TERM 2 SPORTS DATES
23 April 2017
3 May 2017
6 May 2017
10 May 2017
20 May 2017

Afzal Khan

League soccer kick off
Boys Athletics Meeting
Boys AMS Athletics Meeting
Girls Athletics Meeting
Girls AMS Netball

Head of Sports

