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Message from the Executive Headmaster’s Desk
Respected Parent/ Guardian
As - Salaamu - Alaikum
As the first term of the 2019 academic year draws to an
end, we are once again proud of our learners and their
achievements. Our learners received various accolades for
their achievements both in sports and academics.
Alhamdulillah, Orient Islamic School is becoming a school
of choice for parents. This year, there has been a marked
increase in the enrolment at the school. We had to open 3
new units in the primary school and 1 new unit in the high
school. Due to the increase in the enrolment, 10 new educators also joined the school. We welcome them and trust
that their stay at Orient will be a long and rewarding one.
The academic year started on a positive note. Our educators spent 3 days in a Strategic Planning workshop. The
focus of the workshop was to map out a plan for the next 3
– 5 years with the aim to take Orient Islamic School from
GOOD TO GREAT AND BEYOND. Once finalised, the strategic plans will be posted on our website.

A highlight of the first term was the opening of our state of
the art Life Science laboratory. Much excitement prevailed
amongst our learners when they were allowed to occupy
the laboratory in February. No expense was spared in the
upgrading of the room, the design of the furniture and the
purchase of new equipment. We are proud that we have
one of the best Life Science laboratory in Durban.

Once again, the primary school FUN DAY did not disappoint. Every parent who attended the Fun Day will
agree that it was a very enjoyable day spent at the
school. The children had absolute fun on the rides and
at our animal farm. We thank all parents for their support.

On the sports front, we are indeed proud of our rising
soccer star, Mohammed Uwais Saeed who was chosen
for trials in Portugal. He had performed well in the trials
and we pray and hope that he achieves his ambition of
being an international soccer star.
While the school has been making great progress, we
have one major concern, ie. the chronic absenteeism
amongst our learners. It is without doubt that absenteeism retards progress. We have noted with concern that
learners absent themselves for trivial reasons, which are
often supported by parents. We appeal to you as a parent to kindly ensure that your child attends school daily.
The second term will be another very busy term at Orient, albeit a very short one. We look forward to your
continued support. May you and your child enjoy a restful break during this holidays, Insha Allah.

School re-opens on TUESDAY 2nd April 2019.

Shukrun

Mr.Nasser Ebrahim
EXECUTIVE HEADMASTER
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Message from the Primary School Principal ’s Desk
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahwabarakatu
Respected Parents/Guardian
Alhamdulillah; 2019 began with the learners embracing the challenges of learning. We saw educators embracing their roles too, with new staff and families learning how our school operates. As principal I have the expectation that our educators are focused not only on the best
academic outcomes for every learner but also on supporting their growth as independent, respectful and resilient young people. Through parents, and educators working together learners
are achieving this!
For the past few years, it has been a focus to increase enrollment, expand our classes and enhance program. We have been successful in this effort and have, as a result, more learners and
classes. We hope to continue to provide a well-rounded experience for our learners, with our,
sports programme, library and science and math programs, with a goal to educate the whole
child. Insha-Allah
Once again we enjoyed a fast and furious term 1, filled to the brim with school work and activities We have much to be proud of at the school , including our amazing recent swimming and
volleyball results and our outstanding performance at the Durban and District spelling bee. The
gallery of pictures indicates a summary of what transpired in term one from class activities to
our educational excursions.
Hats off to the primary school team of learners, educators, coaches, support staff and parents
for ensuring a successful and fun first term. Our annual rainbow fun day and Open Day was a
resounding success. Jazakallah –khairun to the mums’ committee for their enthusiasm and support in our school events.
May Allah (SWT) accept all the efforts and bless us with continuous positive growth in all aspects of our life. I wish a safe and restful holiday .
Ammeen
Jazakkallah Khair

Mrs. F. Mahomed

P R I N C I PA L | P R I M A R Y S C H O O L
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PRE-SCHOOL
Allhumdulillah, Term 1 has been an invigorating period for all the learners. The learning
opportunities encourages the fulfillment of each child’s potential and facilitates the
acquisition of knowledge, skills and attitude for life. The School Readiness Programme focus
encourages participation as a whole – physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually.

MONDAY BLUES IN THE BEST POSSIBLE WAY!
Swimming training sessions commenced on Monday, 04th February 2019 for the Foundation
Phase learners at Orient Islamic School. The Grade R learners had fun in the sun as they
splashed around in Sutton Park Pool.
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HEALTHY PICNIC

The Pre School learners at Orient Islamic School slurped their juices and tucked into mouthwatering nutritious snacks as they enjoyed a picnic with the goal of Healthy Eating in mind on
the 12th of February 2019. The wide variety of seasonal fruit, whole-wheat rolls and sensational
salads bursting with flavour and goodness were a treat for the little ones as they explored
healthy alternatives to traditional picnic food. The picnic promotes the school's Health and Fitness policy and the Pre School educators are passionate about introducing this concept to the
little ones under their care so that they may adopt a healthier and happier lifestyle from an
early age.

MUM’S AND TOTS PICNIC AT BOTANICAL GARDENS

The Pre-School team enjoyed a Mums and Tots Picnic at Botanical Gardens on the 26th of February 2019. The Mums bonded with their little ones and enjoyed the perfect scenic escape.
Yummy and healthy treats were relished and fun activities were engaged by all.
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GRADE R EXCURSION
To celebrate the end of a very fulfilling 1st term, the grade R's visited the Ushaka Kids World on
the 13th of March 2019. The day started at Kids World by getting settled in and a briefing of
the rules of the play area. The kids were then treated to a game of musical chairs. What fun!!
They were really excited to play and showed just how competitive they were. Next on the
agenda was a very interactive and informative Parrot show which had the kids answering questions on birds and their different species. After eating their yummy packed lunches our little
preschoolers went out to play in the Lego area and the massive jungle gym. They were then
informed of the conservation of the ocean through dance and play. Lastly our preschoolers
were treated to painted faces. A day that will surely stay etched in their minds and hearts!
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FUN WEEK— 11th—15th March 2019
The Grade RR classes had an awesome fun week at school. We started of the fun with a splash
bash luau. The kids really enjoyed themselves in the pool. They also took part in games like
pin the coconuts on the tree and limbo.
The little ones were also dazzled by Educate and fascinate with their bulling and manners
show. The kids where entertained and engrossed as the show was very informative and
interactive.
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FOUNDATION PHASE
LEADERSHIP AND TEAMBUILDING PROGRAMME
Congratulations to the Term 1 Foundation Phase prefects. At Orient, we believe
that every child is a leader. The Leadership Programme is designed to develop
and nurture leadership in all Grade 3 learners. The selected learners engage in
Leadership and Teambuilding exercises each month to develop their skills and
work effectively as a team.
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EXCURSIONS
The Foundation Phase learners enjoyed themselves thoroughly
on the 5th of March 2019 as they ventured out to Crocodile
creek, Winsome View Animal Farm and Animal Farmyard respectively.

GRADE ONE

The Grade one’s interacted with crocodiles , watched them being fed and experienced baby
crocs hatch in their hands!

GRADE TWO

The Grade Twos were whisked away on excursion to Winsome Farm, located in Hillcrest. Learners were excited as they got to interact with the animals, learn how to care, groom and manage
horses and have fun horse riding.
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GRADE THREE
The grade 3 learners went on a field trip to the Animal Farmyard across the 1000 hills experience at Botha's Hill. The excitement resonated as our learners worked their way towards leadership and team building techniques. Beautiful memories to last a lifetime.

Parent Consultations
Parent consultations were held between the 12th and 14th of March 2019..Jazak’Allah to all
the parents for making the effort to attend these meetings.
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TERM ONE AWARDS

Our Termly awards were held on 15th March 2019. Learners were awarded badges and
certificates for academic performance, good behavior, consistent and diligent work. A special
recognition was given to the learners that excelled in reading and spelling.
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INTERMEDIATE PHASE
PREFECT ELECTION
The Grade 6 learners were inducted into their prefectship for 2019 at a special assembly .These
learners showed leadership and commitment and we know that they will do the School proud.
In keeping with creating leaders , we have selected a Head Boy and Head Girl for the first time.
Congratulations to all the prefects, All the best for your year ahead.

DURBAN DISTRICT GRADE 4 SPELLING BEE
Luqman Omed Ali and Zainab Jagot participated in the Durban and District Spelling Bee on the
26th of February 2019.Alhamdulillah, Luqman scooped 1st position and Zainab came in 2nd.
Congratulations to both learners on their achievements.
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MOBILE MUSEUM
The Grade 4 learners were enthralled by the Go Wild Mobile Museum presentation on the 28th
of February 2019. It was an unforgettable experience for the young learners who viewed specimens of small and large mammals. This demonstration served as a practical tool to strengthen
and increase the learners understanding of themes covered in Natural Science.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Parent consultations were held over two days , on the 12th and 13th of March 2019 for the
Grade 4 and Grade 5 and 6 learners respectively . Jazak’Allah to all the parents for making the
effort to attend these meetings.
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TERM ONE AWARDS
Our Termly awards were held on 14th March 2019. Learners were awarded badges and
certificates for academic performance, good behavior, consistent and diligent work. A special
recognition was given to the learners that excelled in reading and spelling.
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COMBINED EVENTS
DAY ONE AT O.I.S

Alhamdullilah, 2019 marks 60 YEARS OF OIS and we were popping into our 2019 school year
with delicious popcorn for all our Primary school learners!

PARENT ORIENTATION EVENING

Jazak’Allah to all the parents that attended the Parent Information Evening on the 23rd and
24th of January 2019. We trust that this ‘Meet and Greet’ session was an interactive and
equally enlightening one.
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WORLD READ ALOUD DAY

Reading forms a crucial component to every child's learning process. The Primary School
learners at Orient Islamic celebrated 'World Read Aloud Day' on Friday , 01st February 2019.

BENEFITS OF READING ALOUD TO YOUR CHILDREN:










Shows them that you value books and reading.
Gives you things to talk about together.
Builds a bond between you.
Allows them to experience reading as a satisfying activity.
Motivates them to learn to read for themselves and then to keep reading.
Shows them how we read and how books work.
Let’s them enjoy stories that are beyond their current reading ability.
Develops their vocabulary and language abilities.
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FUN DAY 2019
The Annual Fun Day was held on Saturday, 02nd March 2019, at Orient Islamic School. The
Rainbow themed day astounded and engaged students, parents, staff and stakeholders of the
school. Jazak’Allah to all for attending and sharing this day with us! Jazak’Allah to the efficient
Mums’ Committee and Primary School staff for putting together yet another successful Fun
Day.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH, MARKETING AND OTHER EXCITING
NEWS
BACK TO WORK

In light of welcoming the new and old mums to the 2019 school year, the Mum’s Committee
devised a ’Back to Work’ Programme which was held on the 06th of February 2019 . Aapa
Shehenaz addressed the mums on subjects that she covers at her survival skills classes, and
provided words of motivation for the New Year. Jazak’Allah to the Mums’ Committee for their
efforts.

OPEN DAY
The School hosted their annual Open Day on the 16th of February 2019. Visitors were impressed with many aspects of the school like the well mannered and eloquent learners who accompanied them on the Walkabout, the Interactive Mimeo Boards, the excellent display of
learners' work and the commitment of the educators at the school. Jazak’Allah to all the
parents that have attended. All new parents that are interested in 2020 admissions are
requested to contact the school.

ON AIR WITH RADIO AL’ANSAAR
Masha’Allah to all the Primary School learners that joined Radio Al Ansaar in anticipation for
the 2019 Fun Day.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SPORTS DESK
Our 1st Term Sports Program was very intensive with a number of Summer Sporting codes.
Our very successful "Learn to Swim" Program kicked off in earnest with the Foundation Phase
learners. Our Grade RR Learners had a Hawain themed "LUAU" Pool day with lots of fun in the
water. The Grades 1, 2 and 3 had an exciting Swimming Gala at the Asherville Swimming Pool.
Our Boys and Girls finished a very close 2nd, respectively in the AMS Swimming Gala on the
23rd February 2019. We had some outstanding performances from our
Learners.

The School's "Introduction to Soccer" Program was a huge success with an average
of 60 Boys and Girls, which has now launched our School, Under 7/8 League Soccer Team. Our
various League team's are earnest in Training for the AMS Tournament and the Kickoff of the
League Matches. We hosted a successful Fun day Soccer Tournament with the Grade 5.1 Class
being declared Champions. Ali Alafshuk was nominated as Player of the Tournament.
Our Girls Volleyball and Netball team's have been hard at Training from the Under 9, 11 and 13
division/s for the forthcoming AMS Tournaments. Coaching will be stepped up in the 2nd term.
Alhamdulilah, we have seen an increase in the number of participants in our Sports Program.
Shukran
AFZAL KHAN - SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
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MESSAGE FROM THE LIBRARIAN
L

World Read Aloud Day – 1 February
Every year, on World Read Aloud Day, people all around the globe read aloud together and
share stories to advocate for literacy as a human right that belongs to all people.
On “Read Aloud Day” Abdullah Barmania, a grade 7 learner addressed the assembly by
simply reading aloud a story to them. During media education periods and breaks, senior
learners read aloud to the junior learners. Our very young learners were entertained with
interesting stories by the library personnel.

As parents and caregivers, we all dream of success for our children - and storytelling and
reading provides one of the ways to help fulfill these dreams.
Research shows that one of the top predictors of students becoming strong, voracious
readers is how often they hear a read aloud. Reading aloud to children every day puts
them academically a year ahead of children who are not read aloud to, and that is regardless of any socioeconomic differences between children.

Mariam Khan
School Librarian
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MESSAGE FROM THE LIBRARIAN
World Book Day – 7 March Every year an annual event, World Book Day, is held across the world in

over 100 countries. World Book Day was started by UNESCO to celebrate books and everything to do with
reading. World Book Day aims to introduce the love of reading in the younger members of every country – because as any bookworm will know, once you fall in love with reading, it’s a love that lasts a lifetime. Ayesha
Mansoor ( Grade 8 ) addressed the learners on the significance of World Book Day and with this year’s theme
being “Sharing a Story”, she shared with the learners the response of a 13 year old girl on why she loves reading. Learners were encouraged during the media lessons and breaks to share their stories with each other. On
World Book Day two new learners namely Faiza Umar Muxumad and Aminah Abbas , from grade 8, were
recognised for their interest, enthusiasm and appreciation of the school library.

EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN TERM 2
HOOKED ON BOOKS - DATE: 15 April 2019

A dynamic team who dramatise book-trailers from pre-selected contemporary children’s books. These trailers
provide a visual and dramatic preview of the book. By leaving the story at a nail-biting cliff-hanger, learners are
enticed to make a beeline for the library to find out how the story ends. The show is hilarious, dramatic, thrilling and educational. Certainly a show NOT to be missed.

DATE: 16th and 17th April 2019

Don’t miss out on an amazing opportunity to view and purchase from a wide range of readers. Book fairs puts
some of the very best books directly into the learners’ hands.
The Scholastic book fair event is a MUST SEE – so BOOK it in your calendar!!!

Mariam Khan
School Librarian
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TERM 2 [02 APRIL – 14 JUNE 2019]
02 April 2019

School Reopens

RR-6

04 April 2019

D.E.A.R (Drop Everything and Read)

RR-6

15 April 2019

Hooked On Books - Gr RR-6 / Book Character
Day

RR-6

16 / 17 April 2019

Reading Day and Book Fair

RR-6

17 April 2019

Letter Land Market Day

RR-R

18 April 2019

Mum’s Pamper Day

1

24 April 2019

Grandparent’s Day

RR

07 May 2019

OIS Science Fair

4-6

08 May 2019

Gr 4 Speech Contest - Durban And District - OIS

4

09 May 2019

SA Maths Challenge – Round 1

4-6

12 June 2019

Term 2 Parent Consultations

RR-3

13 June 2019

Term Awards

RR-6

14 June 2019

Term End

RR-6

