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Message from the Executive Headmaster’s Desk
Respected Parent/ Guardian
As - Salaamu - Alaikum
As the first term of the 2019 academic year draws to an
end, we are once again proud of our learners and their
achievements. Our learners received various accolades for
their achievements both in sports and academics.
Alhamdulillah, Orient Islamic School is becoming a school
of choice for parents. This year, there has been a marked
increase in the enrolment at the school. We had to open 3
new units in the primary school and 1 new unit in the high
school. Due to the increase in the enrolment, 10 new educators also joined the school. We welcome them and trust
that their stay at Orient will be a long and rewarding one.
The academic year started on a positive note. Our educators spent 3 days in a Strategic Planning workshop. The
focus of the workshop was to map out a plan for the next 3
– 5 years with the aim to take Orient Islamic School from
GOOD TO GREAT AND BEYOND. Once finalised, the strategic plans will be posted on our website.

A highlight of the first term was the opening of our state of
the art Life Science laboratory. Much excitement prevailed
amongst our learners when they were allowed to occupy
the laboratory in February. No expense was spared in the
upgrading of the room, the design of the furniture and the
purchase of new equipment. We are proud that we have
one of the best Life Science laboratory in Durban.

Once again, the primary school FUN DAY did not disappoint. Every parent who attended the Fun Day will
agree that it was a very enjoyable day spent at the
school. The children had absolute fun on the rides and
at our animal farm. We thank all parents for their support.

On the sports front, we are indeed proud of our rising
soccer star, Mohammed Uwais Saeed who was chosen
for trials in Portugal. He had performed well in the trials
and we pray and hope that he achieves his ambition of
being an international soccer star.
While the school has been making great progress, we
have one major concern, ie. the chronic absenteeism
amongst our learners. It is without doubt that absenteeism retards progress. We have noted with concern that
learners absent themselves for trivial reasons, which are
often supported by parents. We appeal to you as a parent to kindly ensure that your child attends school daily.
The second term will be another very busy term at Orient, albeit a very short one. We look forward to your
continued support. May you and your child enjoy a restful break during this holidays, Insha Allah.

School re-opens on TUESDAY 2nd April 2019.

Shukrun

Mr.Nasser Ebrahim
EXECUTIVE HEADMASTER
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FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S DESK
As Salaamu Alaikum
Respected Parents and Guardians
Welcome to the 2018 academic year. The Orient family welcomes all our new parents and educators, Mrs A
Moosa and Mrs P Singh. We commit ourselves to support the new members of our family and also undertake
to nurture all our learners and encourage their talents.

Hearty congratulations to our class of 2018 on their excellent results. Special congratulations to our top learners who featured in the top 10 of the Independent schools’ category.
Another rewarding term draws to a close as we as we reflect on our successes. The shared commitment of all
stakeholders is sincerely appreciated.
From the senior management our focus in this term was to provide strategic direction to our grade 12 learners
and their parents. The purpose of this exercise is to ensure that learners follow a systematic, organised and
consistent pace regarding their studies. Learners results were tracked from grade 10 to identify the gaps and
provide the academic support required.
This term was indeed, task intensive and we are pleased to announce that we are on track with our syllabus
coverage, thanks to our dedicated team of educators who work extremely hard weekdays after school hours,
weekends and during the holidays.
Parents, at our Orientation meetings senior management emphasized the importance of regular attendance. It
is rather disappointing that some learners are absenting themselves frequently for trivial reasons and they are
supported by parents.
Parents, I appeal to you to ensure that your child devotes maximum attention to his/her studies attends school
regularly and punctually and attend additional support classes.
Board of Governors, thank you for your support. To our academic staff, administrative staff, support staff, security staff, parents and learners I wish you a well-deserved, restful and safe recess.

Mrs. R.D. Nadesan
P R I N C I PA L | H I G H S C H O O L
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ACADEMIC MATTERS
CURRICULUM

Curriculum delivery is being closely monitored. The necessary support services, material resources and skills development training
through professional development is being adequately provided. Our focus is to improve the achievement of all learners, to maintain
quality teaching and learning and to use resources, including time, effectively and efficiently.
Our grades 7 8 & 9 Natural Sciences learners are currently on a Blended learning project. The baseline tests have been completed
and they will use interactive eBooks and online learning and assessments.
The completion of our modern, state of the art laboratory is fully functional and our learners are enjoying the experience. Practical
lessons in a learner friendly teaching and learning environment will definitely enhance the performance in the sciences.

TESTING PROGRAM

The testing program is on track. Time tables and scopes are posted on D6 well in advance and parent are urged to ensure that
learners access the information.
Term I reports will be issued in week 1 of term 2. Parents, kindly diarise the following consultation dates:
09 April – Grade 12
10 April – Grades 10&11
11 April – Grades 7,8 & 9

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Orient Islamic School will be offering a limited number of academic scholarships to prospective Grade 8 and 10 learners for the 2020
academic year. Scholarship awards are tenable each year subject to meritorious academic performance and exemplary conduct.
Candidates will be required to write the scholarship examinations on Saturday, 13 April 2019 at 08h30. Kindly contact the school for
more information.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT
GRADE 12 READINESS PROGRAMME

The post-exam period was utilized productively and learner attendance was pleasing. Thank you parents for your support.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT PROGRAM

A structured Learning Area intervention program in critical subjects is in operation on weekday mornings and afternoons and during
weekends. It is pleasing to note that many learners are taking advantage of these lessons particularly in the mornings. The roster
may be accessed from D6.

ORIENTATION MEETINGS

Sincere appreciation to all parents who attended these meetings. Important information was disseminated during these comprehensive sessions. Information booklets that outlined the assessment tasks per subject were handed to parents. Sincere thanks to all our
heads of department for their exceptional presentations
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PROCATIVE EDUCATION – RAPE WISE MOTIVATIONAL TALK – DR John Buswell
Dr Buswell conducted an extremely informative and interactive workshop with our grades 7/8/9 learners on the following topics:
Physical Bullying
Cyber Bullying and Cyber Safety
Peer pressure / victimization
Anger management.
Learners and educators thoroughly enjoyed the session.
Our Grades 10 and 11 learners were addressed on
 School loyalty
 Racism
 How to make Orient a proudly South African School.

ELEVATE EDUCATION
The Sensi Study Skills workshop was conducted by 4 dynamic presenters from Elevate education with our grade 12 learners. Learners were provided with resource booklets designed to embed skills. A parent seminar was also held at the Orientation Meeting.

TERTIARY VISITS
Grade 12 learners are currently being addressed by representatives from various universities. Parents, please ensure that the forms
are accurately completed and timeously submitted.

OPEN DAY

A very successful Open Day was held on 16 February 2019 were the school was showcased to prospective parents.

CAREER FAIR

A very successful career fair was held on 06 March 2019. This provided an opportunity for learners to engage with approximately 12
exhibitors. Learners also had the opportunity to listen to presenters from approximately 16 professions.
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CO- CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND LEARNER ACCOLADES
EVENT

PARTICIPANTS

RESULT

COMMENT

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
International Biology
Olympiad (Hungary
–July 2019)

Shuaib Dhooma
Ameen Khan

Ameen Khan qualified as a
reserve. Well done Ameen

Ameen an Shuaib wrote the
challenging selection test at
school in February.

MATHEMATICS
Femsissa Olympiad
– Lucknow IndiaDecember 2018

Asma Elias
Khadeeja Rajub

Playhouse Production – OTHELLO

Our matriculants
attended a live
performance at
the Natal Playhouse on 12 February

Team SA won 3 Bronze
medals and 1 silver medal

It was a grueling contest and
the experience was phenomenal

ENGLISH

De Beers English
Olympiad
The English Olympiad is a national English competition that
draws 8000 entries
each year.
AMS Speech Contest

Daily News Team
Speaking
Competition

Forty four learners
participated in this
very prestigious
and challenging
Olympiad.
Taskeen Salajee
Talha Dada.
Orient entered two
teams. Teams
were coached by
Mrs Haneef

Enriched Learners

Results will be forwarded to
the school in term 4

1st position
3rd position

One team was eliminated
and the other proceeded to
the semi-final round.

The response from the learners was extremely positive.
Sincere thanks to Mr A Maharaj for co-ordinating the activity.
The competition aims to enrich
learners through the study of
English and to encourage critical thinking and creative writing. Sincere thanks to Mrs M.B
Motala for Mentoring our
learners.
Female catergory.
Male catergory
Coached by Mrs M.B Motala
The standard was exceptionally high and the team was commended on the excellent content and presentation of a
challenging topic.
Toxic Masculinity
They were once again invited
to present their speeches to
the members of the Rotary
Club.

The Orient Newsletter
2019 TERM 1

LIFE SCIENCES / INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
National Science
Olympiad

Grades 7-11 NS &
LFSC will register for
the Science Olympiad
in Term 2 (R20 per
learner).

Grades 7-11 NS &
LFSC are preparing for
We are awaiting rethe OIS Internal Scisults
ence Fair in Term 2

Approximately 100
learners write the Science Olympiad yearly.
We encourage learners to participate

National Science Fair
The top projects will
qualify for the AMS
Science Fair and
ESKOM Young Scientist external EXPOs.

Twenty seven learners
entered for the Olympiad.

NATIONAL IT COMPUTER OLYMPIAD –
TALENT SEARCH

Six IT learners participated in a Game Development Jam.
Learners were required to create a
game from concept to
prototype in an interactive session

Irsah Bibi Tabassum
was declared a winner
for the most innovative game design and
prototype.

EMS
JSE

Teams are mentored
Orient entered 13
by Mrs Cassimjee and
teams from grades 7- Ongoing until August Mr Bobat together
11.
with a representative
from UKZN.
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SPORTS REPORT
Term 1 Sports has been very hectic with the Summer Sports Program. We continue with our Cricket Coaching in conjunction with
the Hashim Amla Cricket Academy at their World Class Indoor Arena. We hope to participate in the AMS - T10 Cricket Tournament
after the holidays.
Swimming Training and Coaching for the Boys and Girls culminated in the girls winning the High School division of the AMS Swimming Gala hosted by Orient and the boys were Joint Winners.
A successful Inter Class Netball Tournament hosted by our sports department, facilitated a fair selection process based on merit. A
number of girls were selected to represent Orient at the AMS Netball Tournament scheduled for 04th May 2019.
The Inter Class Soccer tournament took centre stage for a few weeks in the GET and FET phases. A number of players were identified in the various age categories for the forthcoming AMS Astroturf Soccer Tournament scheduled for 06th April 2019.
Furqaan Yusuf and Muhammad Motala won the Player of the Tournament Awards.
Yours in Sport

Afzal Khan

SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

LIBRARY NEWS

World Read Aloud Day – 1 February
Every year, on World Read Aloud Day, people all around the globe
read aloud together and share stories to advocate for literacy as a
human right that belongs to all people.
On “Read Aloud Day” Abdullah Barmania, a grade 7 learner
addressed the assembly by simply reading aloud a story to them.
During media education periods and breaks, senior learners read
aloud to the junior learners.
Our very young learners were entertained with interesting stories by
the library personnel.
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As parents and caregivers, we all dream of success for our children - and storytelling and reading provides one of the ways to help
fulfill these dreams.
Research shows that one of the top predictors of students becoming strong, voracious readers is how often they hear a read aloud.
Reading aloud to children every day puts them academically a year ahead of children who are not read aloud to, and that is regardless of any socioeconomic differences between children.

World Book Day – 7 March
Every year an annual event, World Book Day, is held across the world in
over 100 countries. World Book Day was started by UNESCO to celebrate
books and everything to do with reading. World Book Day aims to
introduce the love of reading in the younger members of every country –
because as any bookworm will know, once you fall in love with reading,
it’s a love that lasts a lifetime.
Ayesha Mansoor ( Grade 8 ) addressed the learners on the significance of
World Book Day and with this year’s theme being “Sharing a Story”, she
shared with the learners the response of a 13 year old girl on why she loves
reading. Learners were encouraged during the media lessons and breaks to
share their stories with each other.
On World Book Day two new learners namely Faiza Umar Muxumad and
Aminah Abbas , from grade 8, were recognised for their interest, enthusiasm
and appreciation of the school library.

EVENTS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN TERM 2

A
-

DATE: 15 April 2019
dynamic team who dramatise book-trailers from pre-selected contemporary children’s books.
These trailers provide a visual and dramatic preview of the book. By leaving the story at a nail
biting cliff-hanger, learners are enticed to make a beeline
for the library to find out how the story ends. The show is hilarious, dramatic, thrilling and
educational. Certainly a show NOT to be missed.
DATE: 16th and 17th April 2019
Don’t miss out on an amazing opportunity to view and purchase from a wide range of
readers. Book fairs puts some of the very best books directly into the learners’ hands.
The Scholastic book fair event is a MUST SEE – so BOOK it in your calendar!!!

